[Laparoscopic appendectomy--a lot of effort for a minor operation?].
In the hands of an experienced surgeon, laparoscopic appendectomy is by no means a time-consuming procedure that might put the patient at risk. In particular it enables an all round inspection of the abdominal cavity, thus enabling both the detection of diverticular disease and tumors or processes within the true pelvis. The complication-free operation leaves behind only tiny scars, so that, in the event of abdominal complaints at some later date, a mistaken diagnosis of appendicitis might easily be established elsewhere. To help prevent this, the patient must be given the relevant information about the procedure. In addition, provision of the patient with a medical ID card is proposed.